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THE NEW COURSE AT MURESK 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
By D. K. BARTELS, Principal 
THE original aim of all the agricultural colleges in Austral ia was to train young men to 
be farmers. Over the years, and particularly in recent years, the colleges in the Eastern 
States found that less and less of their students were coming f rom the farming commun-
ity, and a diminishing number were returning to farming. 
This is exemplified in the latest 
Principal's report from Hawkesbury Agri-
cultural College, N.S.W., in which Mr 
Doman, Principal, states that of 81 
students admitted to the first year of the 
agriculture course in 1967, only eight 
intended to return to farming, and of 58 
who were awarded the H.D.A. in 1967, only 
nine returned to farming. Of the rest, the 
vast majority entered or intended to enter, 
the agricultural industries as officers of 
the public service or of private enterprise. 
This situation has caused the Eastern 
States colleges to change their aim. They 
now profess to train students primarily 
for positions in the public service and in 
industries servicing agriculture. The "Aims 
of the College" as set out in a Victorian 
brochure read as follows: "The main pur-
pose of the College (Dookie and Lon-
gerenong) is to train agricultural tech-
nologists in the basic technical and 
scientific principles underlying all aspects 
of agriculture." 
In Western Australia, we believe that 
circumstances are different. There is still 
virgin land being opened up; much of that 
which has been occupied even for genera-
tions is yet far from being fully developed; 
industry servicing agriculture is less com-
plex because most of the factories and 
administrative centres are established in 
the Eastern States. Thus there are more 
farming opportunities here, and far fewer 
industrial openings at this time. This 
statement is strongly supported by the 
following statistics showing the occupa-
tions taken up by the Muresk diplomates 
of the years 1957-65: 
For these reasons, Muresk Agricultural 
College is the one State agricultural college 
which will retain its original aim, at least 
while the conditions in Western Australia 
warrant it. 
Occupations of Muresk Diplomates 
No. 
Farming 
Department of Agr icu l ture 
Other Government Departments 
Commercial Firms 
C.S.I.R.O 
Banks 
Miscellaneous (includes fu r ther education and deceased) 
Unknown (includes 2 2 Asian students) 
158 
36 
7 
10 
7 
4 
34 
56 
3 1 2 
Percentage 
51 
12 
2 
3 
2 
1 
11 
18 
100 
316 
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The course will undoubtedly be suitable 
training for those wishing to enter occupa-
tions servicing agriculture but the primary 
aim will be to t ra in farmers/managers at 
a high level. The aim for the new course 
is stated as follows: "To provide a sound 
technical and managerial training in agri-
culture for persons wishing to become 
farm owners or managers, or to go into 
industries servicing agriculture." 
The new course will go into operation at 
the beginning of the 1969 academic year. 
The pre-requisites will be passes a t the 
W.A. Leaving Certificate level in four 
subjects, namely English, Chemistry, 
Physics and one Mathematics. A great 
deal of research has been and is con-
tinuing to be undertaken by the College 
staff to prepare the new curriculum and 
the syllabuses for the various subjects. The 
general plan of the course will be as 
follows: 
Subjects Studied Time Allocation 
Hours % 
Plant Sciences and Husbandry 455 18.6 
Animal Sciences and Hus-
bandry 
Agricultural Engineering 
Farm Management 
Soil Science 
Humanities 
Farm Practice (on farm) 
Uncommitted 
2,450 100.0 
.. 455 
.. 455 
455 
.. 120 
.. 105 
. 315 
90 
18.6 
18.6 
18.6 
4.9 
4.2 
12.9 
3.6 
The course will be of two years duration 
and will lead, as before, to the Muresk 
Diploma of Agriculture (M.D.A.). 
The above allocation of time represents 
a considerable reduction of time spent by 
students on farm work, with a correspond-
ing increase in time in class rooms, 
laboratories and work shops. 
317 
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This recently built hall-gymnasium typifies ths development of the College in recent years 
One major part of the plan is to staff 
the College farm in such a way that all 
sections will be able to operate efficiently 
without student labour. This should lead 
to the situation that students can be gain-
fully employed in genuine learning situa-
tions and be relieved of useless tasks for 
which the Colleges have long been 
criticised. In other words they will still 
work from time to time on the College 
farm but only on selected tasks. 
It is also proposed that in future, while 
working on the farm, students will at all 
times be under the supervision of qualified 
staff so that competent instruction on the 
job will be available at all times. In this 
way it is expected that the smaller amount 
of time spent on field work will, in fact, 
provide a much more useful segment of 
the training. 
To enable this course to operate at its 
full efficiency the Government of W.A. 
through the Department of Agriculture, 
has begun to put into effect a plan to 
improve both the staff and facilities at the 
College. A long range building plan has 
been prepared. Work has begun on this, 
as yet in a modest way, by the conversion 
of some facilities. For instance, an old 
classroom will become a modern lecture 
room before the end of this financial year. 
As more money becomes available other 
works will be put in hand. 
Muresk will be eligible for Common-
wealth funds for Advanced Education as 
from the beginning of 1969, but a new 
triennium does not commence until 1st 
January, 1970, so until then it is unlikely 
that Commonwealth assistance can be 
expected. 
It was the advent of Commonwealth 
financial assistance which enabled the 
agricultural colleges in all States to get 
their plans for upgrading and improve-
ment off the ground. For instance South 
Australia has spent $800,000 of its Tech-
nical Grants at Roseworthy and Queens-
land has spent $1,140,725 at Gatton. All 
of the Colleges have become or are becom-
ing eligible for Advanced Education Grants, 
318 
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and, as has been mentioned above, Muresk 
is expected to benefit from this source in 
the near future. 
The figures already quoted show that 
slightly more than half of the recent 
Muresk diplomates have been taking up 
farming as their career. The new course 
should prepare future diplomates very well 
for this occupation. It could be that it 
will prove the best course in Australia for 
this purpose. 
On the other hand, those diplomates 
who choose some other career should also 
find that the new diploma will be a better 
training for them than the old. 
Those who go on to the University will 
find that the former hazard of a most 
difficult first year will have greatly dim-
inished as all will have passed their Leav-
ing examination in the four pre-requisite 
subjects before entering College. More 
faculties should be open to them than 
the traditional Agricultural Science and 
Veterinary Science, although no formal 
approach has yet been made to the 
University on this matter. 
The Education Department of Western 
Australia is most interested in the im-
proved training, particularly as a source 
of teachers for the Agricultural High 
Schools. And all the traditional employers 
of diplomates will be more interested than 
ever before in people coming on with a 
better qualification. It is confidently 
expected that this situation will result in 
better wage scales being available in the 
near future, not only in Western Australia 
Each student has a pr ivate study bedroom 
but in every State of the Commonwealth. 
A few years ago the agricultural colleges 
were everybody's poor relations. But 
recently the authorities in all States have 
noticed that they had in their midst an 
asset of unrealised value. Throughout the 
Commonwealth an unprecedented interest 
in Agricultural Education suddenly 
boomed, till the position has now been 
reached that within a very short time 
every State will have one or more Colleges 
of Advanced Education in Agriculture of 
which it can be very proud; of these 
Muresk will not be the least. 
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Beselective!
 # 
Take the'BUCTRnl MA way 
to rapid, safe and selective 
weed control in wheat, oats & barley 
'BUCTRIL' MA is the rapid, safe way to control weeds such as Amsinckia, Fumitory, 
Cape Weed, White Iron Weed (Sheep Weed), Wire Weed, Buckwheat and Saffron 
Thistle in wheat, oats and barley. Susceptible weeds are controlled within 7-10 days. 
'BUCTRIL' MA can be applied safely from 2-3 leaf to the fully tillered stage of the 
crop, with no risk of soil or crop residue. Easier harvesting, less 
dockage, increased crop yields are yours with 'BUCTRIL' MA. 
Plan your spray.programme now. See your usual supplier. 
Further information from 
May & Baker (Australia) Pty. Ltd. (Inc. in N.S.W.) 
PO Box 41, Footscray, Victoria, 3011. Telephone 314 0444 
PO Box 28, Waterloo, N.S.W., 2017. Telephone 69 1084 
Please send me detailed information on 
'Buctril' MA 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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Now... A Master Brake 
and Brake Equaliser Unit 
for your TRACTOR... 
Here's Foolproof, Perfect Equalisation of your 
Tractor's Braking Power - Even when Brakes 
are out of Adjustment! 
THOROUGHLY PROVEN:-
The MASTER BRAKE & EQUALISER UNIT has 
already seen long use by thousands of satisfied 
tractor operators. It is the original patent now 
being f i t ted as standard equipment by one of the 
world's largest tractor manufacturers. 
Manufacture of this device is protected by patents 
held throughout the world. 
SIMPLE TO FIT • ALL BOLTS AND 
NUTS, ETC, SUPPLIED 
SURELY YOUR LIFE IS 
WORTH MORE THAN 
$24.75 Plus Freight 
MASTER BRAKE AND EQUALISER UNIT 
• Equalises tractor braking power exactly even when brakes are out of adjustment. 
• In no way interferes with the independent braking. 
• Completely eliminates latching of independent brakes. 
0 Fitting instructions supplied with each unit. 
• New master brake pedal gives greater stopping power. 
Distributors Required A l l Districts — Write or Call 
RED TOP SALES & SERVICE 
237 GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY, BELMONT, W.A. 6104. TEL. 65 1500 
Pleas* mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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PRIMARY 
PRODUCERS LOGICALLY 
CHOOSE FLORIDA! 
These days when you, the primary producer, makes 
a purchase—it 's calculated value for every dollar 
spent. This is why Florida is the logical choice in 
farm bui ld ings. Right f rom your initial inquiry 
you are dealing wi th the manufacturer direct, sav-
ing you a logical three f igure sum, simply by 
cut t ing out the middle-man prof i t . Other logical 
advantages are that you are dealing with trades-
man specialists and not salesmen. Your instruc-
t ions are treated personally by the man on the job 
and not by a remote agent miles away f rom the 
factory. For all your bui ld ing requirements con-
tact us—our 1 5 years experience in steel bui ld ing 
is your guarantee to complete satisfaction. W e 
f ly to all parts of the state and could be in your 
area soon. For our rural bu i ld ing specialist to 
call and see you on your property and assist w i th 
ground levels, internal layouts or for i l lustrated 
literature and price l i s t—phone or write, we gladly 
accept reverse charges. 
MACHINERY SHEDS 
PACKING SHEDS 
COTTAGES 
A QUARTERS 
HAY SHEDS GARAGES PLANT SHEDS 
FLORIDA IS BUILDINGS 
MANUFACTURED BY MANOLAS & COMPANY 
137 A L B A N Y H'WAY, V ICTORIA PARK 
PHONE 6 3353; AFTER H O U R S 24 2540 
15 Years 
STEEL 
BUILDING 
Experience 
is your 
Guarantee 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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